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PORTLAND HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN
EARTHQUAKE SCENARIO

SCENARIO

It's 2:30 pm on a Sunday in mid-June. Because of the nice weather, people are walking along the riverfront. Suddenly powerful seismic waves wash in from the Oregon coast in an undulating pattern. This followed by the shaking. Just off the coast, pressure that has amassed between the region's tectonic plates for more than 300 years has hit its breaking point. The entire coastline, from Northern California to Vancouver Island, is now riding the energetic deluge of a 6.0 earthquake that will last for just four minutes, but the effects of which will be felt in the Northwest for decades to come.

You are in front of your home when you hear a deep rumbling all around you. Car alarms go off everywhere. Looking down, you see cracks form in the pavement. Across the city, garden walls of stone and stacked brick collapse. The city's wood-frame houses—most of which will hold up in the quake—lose many of their chimneys. The electricity goes out. It will stay out for the next two weeks. Portland hospitals immediately switch to back-up power, as does the airport. Unsecured eaves, parapets, and other decorative features start falling from buildings. 

The rumbling sound has cascaded into a deafening, cacophonous white noise of alarms, collapsing buildings, and screams. During the next two minutes, as the shaking continues, Portland's most brittle buildings, including many historic structures, are severely damaged or destroyed. In the weeks that follow, your fellow Portlanders will tell you engineers had warned that these un-reinforced buildings are "killers" in major quakes. Today, they live up to their reputation. All across the city, un-reinforced masonry buildings shed their outer walls onto streets and sidewalks; passersby are badly hurt, some are killed. In the buildings themselves, one in five people die. Many un-reinforced concrete and cinderblock buildings are also reduced to rubble. Across the river several Southeast Portland warehouses cave in. A cloud of concrete-and- brick dust engulfs the city. You cover your mouth, using your shirt as a makeshift mask.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Take a moment, and envision specific impacts likely to happen in your neighborhood following an earthquake of this magnitude (6.0)? Please note these down in the space provided below:

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2. How prepared do you think you and your peers are for this situation?

	Extremely Prepared
	Moderately Prepared
	Somewhat Prepared
	Little Prepared
	Not At All Prepared



3. What are your primary concerns?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4. Now, from your perspective as a member of the Hazard Mitigation Planning Steering Committee, what actions would you recommend be undertaken so that people like you and your peers are better prepared for an earthquake event?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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