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EXECUTIVE ORDER  
 
DATE:  November 19, 2014  
 
TO:   All Bureau Members  
 
RE:   Directive 344.05, Bias-Based Policing/Racial Profiling Prohibited (Name 
Change)  
 
ACTION:  Revision of 344.05, effective November 19, 2014  
 
344.05, Bias-Based Policing/Racial Profiling Prohibited  
 
Refer:  
• Directive 310.20, Retaliation Prohibited  
• Directive 344.00, Compliance with Human Resources Administrative Rules  
 
Definitions:  
•  Bias-Based Policing: The differential treatment of any person by Bureau members motivated 

solely by any characteristic of protected classification under city, state, and federal laws, or by 
other discernable, personal characteristics of an individual.  

 
•  Racial Profiling: A form of bias-based policing, wherein inappropriate reliance is placed on race 

as a factor in deciding to stop and/or search an individual.  
 
•  Protected classifications and discernable, personal characteristics include, but are not limited 
to, 

the following: 
o Race or color,  
o National origin or ethnicity,  
o Religion,  
o Gender or gender identity,  
o Age,  
o Marital or familial status,  
o Sexual orientation,  
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o Mental or physical disability,  
o Mental illness,  
o Economic status,  
o Political ideology, or  
o Veteran status.  
 

 
Policy:  
1.  Members are prohibited from taking or not taking any police-action motivated by bias or racial 

profiling. Members must be able to articulate specific facts, circumstances or conclusions that 
support reasonable suspicion or probable cause for any stop, search, or seizure.  

 
2.  The Bureau is committed to providing services and enforcing laws in a professional, 

nondiscriminatory, fair and equitable manner, so as to build mutual trust and respect with 
Portland’s diverse groups and communities.  

 
3.  Police services will be provided to all individuals without regard to characteristics of protected 

classifications or discernable personal characteristics of an individual.  
 
4.  Characteristics of a protected classification or discernable personal characteristic may be taken 

into account for purposes of identifying or reporting the identification of an individual. 
Individualized personal information such as skin color, height, weight, hair color, or eye color 
may also be taken into account for any other legitimate law enforcement purpose that is not based 
on bias.  

 
5.  Managers and supervisors shall ensure compliance with this Directive. Any manager who 

becomes aware of conduct that could constitute bias based policing shall take immediate action 
to stop or prevent the conduct and shall immediately report the conduct to his or her supervisor.  

 
History:  
• Originating Directive Effective: 04/12/02  
• First Revision Effective: 08/01/05  
• Second Revision Effective:11/19/14  
• Next Review Date: 5/19/15  
• Review By: Professional Standards Division  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Chief of Police 
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