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Portland Freight Committee


March 3, 2011
7:30 AM, Lovejoy Room, (City Hall)

In Attendance:

Members: Steve Bates (Redmond Heavy Hauling), Corky Collier (Columbia Corridor Association), Tom Dechenne (Norris Beggs & Simpson), Marie Dodds (AAA Oregon/Idaho), Debra Dunn (Oregon Trucking Association), Gary Eichman (Oregon Transfer Company), Sorin Garber (T.Y. Lin International), Jerry Grossnickle (Bernert Barge Lines), Bruce Halperin (Modern Fuel Sales), Lee Johnson (Jet Expedited Delivery), Wayne Kingsley (CEIC), Brock Nelson (Union Pacific Railroad), Bob Short (CalPortland), Jeff Swanson (Schnitzer Steel Industries), Tracy Ann Whalen. 
Associate Members: Kevin Johnson (PDC), Steve Kountz (BPS), Deborah Redman (Metro).
Staff: Bob Hillier (PBOT), Judith Fouts (PBOT).
Guests: Sue Keil (PBOT), Kathryn Williams (Port of Portland), Hans Bernard (Hubbell Communications), James Dibble (EVRAZ, Inc.)
Reports from City Bureaus and Agencies

· Bureau of Transportation
· The anticipated closure date for the N. Lombard-Columbia Slough Bridge project is April 16th 2011. The bridge closure shall be no longer than 120 days.

· The North Vancouver Avenue Bridge is expected to reopen by the mid March.
· The CRC Freight Working Group will meet on March 8th and there will be a listening session on the bridge type on March 10th.

· PBOT will be applying for a TGM grant to evaluate level of service mobility standards for the central city. Bob will prepare a PFC support letters for this project.
· Bureau of Planning and Sustainability

· The third round of public meetings for the Portland Plan will be held on March 6th.  Four strategies will be presented (Equity, Education, Economic Prosperity, and Healthy Connected Neighborhoods).
· A joint City Council and Port of Portland Commission hearing will be held on March 16th to consider and take public testimony on the Airport Futures Land Use Plan.
· Portland Development Commission
· Four meetings with the manufacturing industry to discuss a regional investment plan are completed.
· Patrick Quinton has been named as the new PDC Executive Director.
· Metro

· Traffic counts for AM, PM and Mid Day are currently underway at 33 intersections in the east County area to evaluate impacts on I-84.
· Port of Portland
· There will be a hearing in Salem to consider a proposed Connect Oregon IV funding program. PFC members are encouraged to attend and provide specific examples of freight projects that were funded through the Connect Oregon program. Connect Oregon is funded by state lottery dollars and the proposed funding for CO4 is $40M, down from $100M. 
Hot Topics, Points of Interest, Successes (Corky Collier/All)
· Sorin Garber, Wayne Kingsley, Jeff Swanson, Bob Short, Steve Bates, Debra Dunn and Jerry Grosswinkle will organize a brainstorming session to talk about ways to work with the legislature this session.
· HB 2360 would preserve public lands for railroad use. Brock Nelson has a problem with the way the bill is written.
· The possibility of taking a lane from the 12th Avenue Bridge for bicycle and pedestrian use is being discussed. The Central Eastside Industrial Council is concerned about what this might do to freeway access. Would removing a travel lane increase congestion and negatively impact the areas around the bridge?
· Metro has created the Community Investment Strategy to support the 2040 Growth Concept. This is a leadership council from around the region that has no elected officials.

PFC Special Guest - PBOT Director, Sue Keil
· Questions and Answers

Q. How can the Portland Freight Committee do a better job communicating their goals and issues?
A.  Advocate for these goals and issues more frequently and more obviously. Compose letters, make   telephone calls and talk directly with Council about issues that impact freight. 
Q.  Freight projects and issues involve a finite part of our business. How do we get the message across about the bigger picture?

A.  Look at the Council agendas and the plans being adopted. Become familiar with the budget process. Freight projects benefit commerce. Have a short, prioritized list of needs to present to Council.
Q.  The new bridge project at Lombard/Kelly point will create a long detour which will increase freight expenses. How can we have a better dialogue to possibly shorten this closure?
A.  Call the new Metro director, Tom Hughes. He is interested in economic development.

Q.  We have met with Council members in the past, but it never feels like there has been a victory. Is the Council confused about us?

A.  The PFC needs a higher profile. Talk with them. Build a relationship. Give concrete examples to them about issues confronting freight. Pick five top issues and stress them.

· Ms. Keil discussed how the City is losing ground in asset management each year. The City owns $5B in street system assets, but the limited maintenances resources are going to collectors and arterials and neighborhood streets are suffering. The City loses $1M in buying power each year from inflation. It costs the City and additional $9M each year to bring pavement back to the same standard.
PFC Communication Strategy

· Sorin Garber presented the suggested PFC communication strategies for 2011 and led a discussion about priorities and key messages. He stressed that the PFC has good ideas, but needs to identify who is going to do the work.
· A calendar is needed for organization meeting events. Bob Hillier will provide a list of monthly meeting dates for the Bicycle Advisory Committee and the Pedestrian Advisory Committee, etc.
· A training session is needed on how the PFC can best interact with other groups.
· The Port “On the Waterfront” program can work with the PFC.
· Corky Collier and Kathryn Williams will work with Sorin to combine the Port and PFC calendars.
· Create a quarterly freight update (newsletter) to present to the community to help build relationships.  Choose five projects for a report and make it region specific.
2014-15 Regional Flexible funding/MTIP Program

· The City is expected to receive approximately $2.3M for freight/green economy projects.
· The PFC will recommend candidate projects to the PBOT Directors Team for consideration. 

· The PFC will hold a work session on March 17th in the Broadway Room (9th floor, Portland Building) to discuss candidate MTIP projects.

· The following candidate projects were discussed:

1. N. Burgard/Lombard Street Improvements (around the horn)
2. North Portland Rd/Columbia Blvd Intersection
3. Alderwood/Cully/Columbia Intersections 

4. St. Johns-Cathedral Park Quite Zone

5. NE Columbia/MLK Intersection
6. Columbia Boulevard ITS Corridor

7. Airport Way ITS Corridor
Next Meeting














April 7, 2011













7:30 – 9:30 AM

The Lovejoy Room (City Hall

1220 SW 5th Avenue
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 9:35 AM
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