Rosa Parks Elementary
Safer Routes to School Engineering Strategies Summary
Approved April 2008
Introduction
The Portland Office of Transportation (PDOT) initiated a Safer Routes to School (SR2S)
engineering review for Rosa Parks Elementary with two walkabouts on May 2, 2007. At those
meetings the concerns of school representatives, parents and students were described and a
walking tour around the school and on adjacent streets and school travel routes was conducted.
This report is a description of traffic conditions investigated around Rosa Parks Elementary, with
emphasis on concerns identified during the investigation, and a global list of potential strategies
for consideration and further review.
Rosa Parks Elementary is unique among SR2S projects in that it is the newest school in Portland
and adjacent to a recently re-constructed neighborhood called New Columbia (Figure 1).
Figure 1. Area Map
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Students attending Rosa Parks Elementary formerly attended Ball Elementary (to the southeast),
which was closed. As a new school the school grounds and many surrounding streets were
designed with modern concepts of walkability and reduced vehicle speeds. Many of the new
corners were constructed with curb extensions to minimize crossing distances and increase
visibility between pedestrians and auto drivers and a network of pedestrian paths that bisects
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many of the long blocks include raised crossings where the paths cross roadways. Included in
the planning of New Columbia is a retail center west of the school.
With the new construction providing many close-in amenities for pedestrians the focus of the
engineering study for Rosa Parks Elementary moved out from the immediate school area to the
surrounding neighborhood.
Chautauqua Blvd to the east, Willis Street to the south and Portsmouth to the west represent the
major barrier roads to students walking or riding their bikes to Rosa Parks Elementary.
Portsmouth is outside of the Rosa Parks service boundary and Willis is the boundary, however
the proximity to Rosa Parks is likely to induce some families to choose Rosa Parks over
designated schools inside whose boundaries those families reside (Clarendon and Astor).
Chautauqua, Willis and Portsmouth are classified as Neighborhood Collector streets.
Neighborhood Collectors are streets where auto and non-auto needs are considered equal.
The remaining streets are classified as Local Service streets. Local Service streets are intended to
provide pathways between private homes and higher classified streets and preference is often
given to pedestrian needs. In addition to traffic classifications each street in Portland also has
designations for pedestrians, bicycles, transit, freight and emergency response. These
designations will be discussed as needed when considering specific concerns on those streets.
Below is a list of concerns that were felt to deter parents from allowing students to walk, bike or
take a transit bus to school. These concerns were provided by school representatives in advance
of the walkabout or developed during and after the walk. During it’s investigation PDOT
identified additional concerns not listed here, but which are evaluated in the report. The list has
been arranged, as determined by PDOT, into broad categories of safety and convenience with a
last category for miscellaneous concerns. Following the first section summarizing concerns is a
discussion of collected data and possible solutions and a final section with recommended
projects and how PDOT would prioritize those projects.
Rosa Parks Elementary SR2S Concerns
Safety Concerns
A. Vehicle speed
1. N Alaska/Trenton east of Woolsey
2. Trenton west of Woolsey
3. Woolsey east of Fiske
4. Cecelia west of Fiske
5. Fiske south of Columbia Blvd
6. Chautauqua Blvd.
B. Crossings
1. Trenton at Newman – unmarked crossing is very busy with pedestrians
2. Alaska at Community Center – apartments one side, community center on other
3. Alaska at Chautauqua Pl – speed on Alaska
4. Chautauqua Blvd.
5. Willis Blvd.
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Convenience Issues
A. Pedestrian pathways
1. Alaska along University Park – missing sidewalk
2. Community Center to School – no walk connection
B. Crossings
1. Chautauqua and Willis – signal improvements
2. Alaska west of Chautauqua Pl – super long block
Miscellaneous
A. Missing Connections
Summary of Data Collection
Vehicle Speed and Volumes
Vehicle counts were reviewed or collected for the area streets and are presented in Table 1,
below.
Table 1. Collected Traffic Data
Location
Portsmouth
S/Columbia
Portsmouth
S/Fessenden
Portsmouth
S/Hudson
Chautauqua
S/Columbia
Chautauqua
N/Alaska
Chautauqua
S/Chase
Chautauqua
S/Willis
Chautauqua
S/Winchell
Woolsey N/Hunt
Woolsey
S/Winchell
Woolsey
N/Kilpatrick
Fiske N/Woolsey
Fiske N/Newark
Haven N/McCoy

Date

Northbnd
Speed*

Southbnd
Speed*

Lowest
Posted
Speed

Northbnd
Volume

Southbnd
Volume

Total

12/17/02

34

31

30

1612

1168

2780

12/17/02

34

32

30

2209

2081

4290

11/13/06

37

36

30

2373

2482

4955

12/17/02

30

27

30

1535

1577

3112

11/13/06

35

35

30

1806

1699

3505

10/03

37

37

30

1579

1603

3180

12/17/02

33

33

30

1235

1175

2410

5/23/07

34

34

30

1910

1983

3893

11/14/06

29

28

25

724

548

1272

6/6/07

32

32

25

1277

1188

2465

6/6/07

31

31

25

1034

995

2033

6/6/07
6/6/07
11/13/06

26
24
25

26
24
26

25
25
25

737
680
267

923
828
200

1660
1508
467
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Haven N/Willis

Location

Fessenden
E/Geneva
Fessenden
E/Clarendon
Fessenden
E/Hodge
Fessenden
E/Adriatic
Willis
E/Courtney
Willis W/Fiske
Trenton
E/Newman
Alaska
W/Chautauqua
Blvd
Alaska
E/Trenton
Cecelia W/Fiske
Woolsey E/Fiske
Houghton
E/Hodge
Houghton
E/Newman
Winchell
E/Wayland
Russet W/Hurst

4/3/06

25

Date

Eastbound
Speed*

6/11/07

25

25

312

287

599

Westbound
Speed*

Lowest
Posted
Speed

Eastbound
Volume

Westbound
Volume

Total

30

30

25

2578

2411

4989

11/8/06

31

30

20

1987

1800

3787

11/21/02

28

27

25

937

969

1905

6/27/06

25

24

25

714

496

1210

5/23/07

31

32

20

1314

1621

2935

12/17/02

31

34

30

1521

1848

3369

6/27/06

21

18

25

674

719

1393

7/14/05

33

31

25

691

679

1370

11/13/02

29

28

25

966

887

1853

10//07
10//07

25
25

11/13/06

24

25

25

328

271

599

11/13/06

22

22

25

218

177

395

6/6/07

30

30

25

394

350

844

8/1/07

31

29

25

570

395

965

*Miles per hour - 85th percentile speed; 15% of drivers exceed this.

From Table 1 it can be seen that vehicle speeds on several streets are excessively high (posted+5
mph, in bold) including Alaska, Chautauqua, Fessenden, Portsmouth, Willis, Winchell, Woolsey
and Russet. Though there were concerns expressed by residents about speeding traffic on other
local streets, measured vehicle speeds appear to be acceptable and close to posted speeds. This is
likely due to the residential nature of the streets, their narrower width, and recent improvements
that effectively relay the message to drivers that such streets are not auto oriented.

SOLUTIONS FOR SAFETY CONCERNS
SOLUTONS FOR SPEEDING
The following Local Service street segments have qualified for a speed bump project and have
been or will be offered traffic calming through the Subsidized Purchase Program:
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•
•
•
•

N Alaska/Trenton from Woolsey to Chautauqua Blvd. – Approved and funded.
N Winchell from Woolsey to Chautauqua
N Woolsey from Willis to Lombard
N Russett, Lombard to Chautauqua

Under the Subsidized Purchase program residents on Local Service streets meeting minimum
speeding requirements are offered speed bump projects that are publicly subsidized for 60% of
the construction costs. After approval is obtained through petition from 2/3rds of the households,
funding for 40% of the project costs will need to be arranged by local residents.
N Alaska/Trenton from Woolsey to Chautauqua Blvd
The speed bump project on N Alaska was approved as part of a quick fix process initiated for
Rosa Parks and has obtained all needed funding and approval to be constructed (Figure 2). This
project is expected to be completed in the spring of 2008. The remaining streets, Winchell,
Woolsey and Russet, are additional streets the Rosa Parks SR2S team could consider providing
the 40% local match funding.
Figure 2. N Alaska/Trenton Traffic Calming Project

N Winchell, Woolsey to Chautauqua
Based on the current level of speeding on N Winchell, three speed bumps are recommended
along the park frontage (Figure 3). The resident portion of the construction costs, and the
maximum amount the Rosa Parks SR2S team could consider funding, is $2,400.
Figure 3. N Winchell Proposed Speed Bump Plan
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N Woolsey, Willis to Lombard
Based on the current level of speeding on N Woolsey, 5 speed bumps are recommended along
the street (Figure 4). The resident portion of the construction costs, and the maximum amount
the Rosa Parks SR2S team could consider funding, is $4,000.
Figure 4. N Woolsey Proposed Speed Bump Plan

N Russet, Lombard to Chautauqua
N Russet has a measured 85th percentile speed of 31 mph in a 25-mph zone. N Russet is
recommended for two speed bumps as shown in Figure 5, below. The resident cost of this
project, and the maximum amount the Rosa Parks SR2S team could consider funding, is $1,600.
Figure 5. Proposed Speed Bump Layout

N Fessenden
N Fessenden is a Neighborhood Collector street, indicating higher expected use by autos, but is
not a Major Emergency Response route. This means that longer speed bumps, called speed
tables, could be used on Fessenden west of Portsmouth to slow vehicle speed. Because
Fessenden is a Neighborhood Collector street west of Portsmouth, with a wider area of influence,
the process to approve speed tables requires more involvement. Not only do residents along the
street need to approve a traffic calming project, but any neighborhood associations that the street
crosses must also approve the project. Finally, there is not a PDOT subsidy for traffic calming
on Neighborhood Collector streets at this time, so the project must be fully funded by residents.
A proposed layout for speed tables on Fessenden, Columbia Way to Portsmouth is depicted in
Figure 6 (next page). The full cost of this project would be $15,000. As this project would also
benefit Clarendon at Portsmouth students, a partial funding of this project by the Rosa Parks
SR2S team is also an option. Clarendon at Portsmouth joined SR2S in 2007/2008.
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Figure 6. Fessenden Proposed Speed Table Plan

Chautauqua, Portsmouth and Willis
Chautauqua, Portsmouth and Willis are also Neighborhood Collector streets but more
importantly they are designated Major Emergency Response routes in the Transportation System
Plan. This designation means that intentional slowing of emergency vehicles on such streets is
not currently allowed. The safety of school children crossing these streets will need to be
accomplished by some means other than speed tables. Enhancement of pedestrian crossings with
curb extensions or pedestrian refuge islands may be sufficient to mitigate what speeding
currently exists. The next section on crossing enhancements will review these solutions. An
alternative to speed tables is a median. A median may reduce speeding by causing drivers to feel
less comfortable, but is most effective on curved sections of roadway. Chautauqua Blvd and
Portsmouth both have curved sections, but are primarily straight. This limits how effective
medians could be.
Trenton west of Woolsey
Trenton west of Woolsey was identified as a street of concern for vehicle speed and vehiclepedestrian interaction, particularly at the intersection of Trenton and Newman. PDOT reviewed
the speed data and found no evidence of a speeding problem on Trenton. Though not designated
as a collector street, Trenton will likely have more traffic, as it is a continuation of Alaska to the
east (a bus route) and a common access point for the neighborhood. Trenton also has higher
density uses east and west of Newman and a park to the west. These land uses, including retail,
act to attract more pedestrians to the area. An evaluation of the crossing is included later in this
report.
Woolsey east of Fiske
Woolsey was identified as a street of concern for vehicle speed and vehicle-pedestrian
interaction. PDOT reviewed the speed data and found no evidence of a speeding problem on
Woolsey at this time.
Cecelia west of Fiske
Cecelia was identified as a street of concern for vehicle speed and vehicle-pedestrian interaction.
PDOT reviewed the speed data and found no evidence of a speeding problem on Cecelia at this
time.
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Fiske south of Columbia Blvd
PDOT reviewed the speed data and found no evidence of a speeding problem on Fiske. Counts
were taken in June of 2007 before all the neighborhood construction was complete. PDOT will
continue to monitor the street segment for speed related issues but recommends no action at this
time.
SOLUTIONS FOR CROSSINGS
Paid adult crossing guards are often suggested to improve safety at busy crossings. PDOT would
not discourage Rosa Parks Elementary from using paid or volunteer adult crossing guards, but
PDOT does not have a budget to provide ongoing adult crossing guards for elementary schools
in Portland at this time.
There are two primary methods to physically change crossings of higher volume roadways and
enhance the safety of their crossings. The first is the pedestrian refuge island. Pedestrian refuge
islands are short medians of full-height curb constructed between auto travel lanes, most often at
the centerline of a street. Included in the construction is a pedestrian area where pedestrians may
take refuge, pausing for short periods of time. Pedestrian refuge islands permit the crossing of
half a street at a time so pedestrians only have to find a gap and concentrate on one direction of
traffic at a time. Pedestrian islands require auto traffic to change direction to drive around the
island and this may require more parking removal than other treatments. Pedestrian refuge
islands cost approximately $10,000-$12,000.
The second common physical change is called a curb extension. Many curb extensions have
been constructed in New Columbia at corners or at the mid-block trail crossings. Curb extensions
are short sections of roadside curb that have been constructed closer to the centerline of a street,
replacing the existing curb. Curb extensions improve pedestrian crossing opportunities by
reducing the distance a pedestrian must cross at street level, enabling the use of shorter gaps in
vehicle traffic. Curb extensions increase the visibility between pedestrians and motor vehicle
operators by moving pedestrians closer to the street centerline before entering the roadway. With
curb extension pedestrians must still find a gap in two directions of traffic, but curb extensions
typically do not remove as much on-street parking as pedestrian refuge islands. The cost for a
curb extension is approximate $12,000 - $19,000 due to storm water management impacts.
Other changes to aid pedestrians crossing busy streets, called operational, include all-way stops
and signals. Both types of enhanced control have a series of national and local standards that
must be met before they are approved. Also, both types of control can reduce some crashes, but
may increase other types. All-way stops are most appropriate at the intersection of two similar
streets, for example Fessenden and Portsmouth. All-way stop control costs approximately $200
per entering street to install. Signals are similarly used at higher volume intersections. Signals
cost at least $150,000 to install.
There also may be lower cost parking control or maintenance corrections that would do much to
improve the safety of crossings by increasing the visibility between pedestrians and auto drivers.
In reviewing the Rosa Parks service area, the locations of surrounding elementary schools, and
farther out barrier streets, a map of preferred routes to Rosa Parks was created in an attempt to
focus on the highest priority crossings for improvements (Figure 7, next page). These routes are
chosen by beginning from the school and moving out along main access streets, streets
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considered normal paths for drivers to access the school or neighborhood. These streets are
chosen for pedestrian routes because they have more ‘eyes on the street’ – they naturally have
more users who can watch for unsafe activity or behavior from children or strangers.
It is recommended that students remain on their side of an identified barrier street and only cross
at signalized or enhanced crossing locations. Streets identified as barriers to walking or biking to
school include Chautauqua, Willis and Portsmouth. Signalized crossings (and all-way stopcontrolled intersections) are the best locations to cross; though they may also be the busiest.
Enhanced crossings are the next best location to cross – locations where physical changes have
been made to increase visibility or shorten crossing distances. Marked and signed crossings alert
drivers to the presence of more pedestrians, but students should be warned that a marked
crossing is not safer than an unmarked crossing – they should still be careful crossing any
roadway. Figure 7 (below) identifies crossings that should be reviewed further with circles.
Figure 7. Possible Pathways Map
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Locations identified for further review include:
 Fessenden at Portsmouth
 Portsmouth at Newark
 Portsmouth at Houghton
 Willis at Woolsey, and
 Chautauqua at Alaska
 Chautauqua at Willis
Fessenden at Portsmouth
This location is currently an all-way stop-controlled intersection. The intersection has had five
reported crashes from 2003 through 2006. For the average 6,000 vehicles entering the
intersection each day five crashes in four years translates into 0.61 crashes per million entering
vehicles. PDOT considers crash rates up to 1 per million entering vehicles to be acceptable.
Fessenden at Portsmouth appears to be operating safely and no further changes are recommended
at this time to improve pedestrian crossing safety.
Portsmouth at Newark
Portsmouth at Newark already has a pedestrian refuge island that was constructed to aid students
crossing Portsmouth to access the former Clarendon Elementary location and Newark is stop
controlled. The intersection has had no reported crashes from 2003 through 2006. Figure 8 shows
the current state of the crossing. The median vegetation is beginning to obscure visibility and the
roadside school crossing sign is also obscured. Pruning the island vegetation by reducing it’s
height, or replacing the vegetation with plants that do not grow so high, is recommended as is
trimming the roadside trees that obscure the crossing signs.
Figure 8. Portsmouth at Newark

Portsmouth at Houghton
Houghton is a primary pathway into the New Columbia neighborhood. Portsmouth at this
location changes direction (called an angle point) similar to a curve in the road and Houghton is
stop controlled. The intersection has had two reported crashes from 2003 through 2006. For the
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average 5,000 vehicles entering the intersection each day two crashes in four years translates into
0.29 crashes per million entering vehicles. Portsmouth at Houghton appears to be operating
safely and no further changes are recommended at this time to improve pedestrian crossing
safety.
Willis at Woolsey
This location is currently an all-way stop-controlled intersection. The intersection has had two
reported crashes from 2003 through 2006. For the average 5,700 vehicles entering the
intersection each day two crashes in four years translates into 0.25 crashes per million entering
vehicles. Willis at Woolsey appears to be operating safely and no further changes are
recommended at this time to improve pedestrian crossing safety.
Chautauqua at Alaska
Alaska is stopped at Chautauqua Blvd. Chautauqua is a Neighborhood Collector traffic street, a
City Walkway for pedestrians and a Major Emergency Response route. The intersection has had
no reported crashes from 2003 through 2006. Chautauqua was identified as a potential barrier for
pedestrians to cross due to the measured volume and speed of traffic (3,500 vehicles per day with
85% going 35 mph or less in a 30-mph zone). Due to the Emergency Response classification of
the street, speed bumps are not currently permitted on Chautuaqua Blvd. Making Chautauqua
safer to cross for pedestrians would encourage walking to Rosa Parks and increase access to the
adjacent bus stops and to University Park for residents east of Chautauqua. It was recommended
that Chautauqua be considered for pedestrian refuge islands north and south of Alaska (Figure 9)
and this proposal has been approved by the Rosa Parks SR2S team. PDOT has applied for
Federal Safe Routes to School funding to construct the two medians and adjacent sidewalk
improvements and a funding determination is expected soon. Without Federal funding, the Rosa
Parks SR2S team has approved constructing the south median as part of a group of quick-fix
projects.
Figure 9. Chautauqua at Alaska Pedestrian Island
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Chautauqua at Willis
Chautauqua at Willis is a fully signalized intersection. The intersection has had five reported
crashes from 2003 through 2006. For the average 7,100 vehicles entering the intersection each
day five crashes in four years translates into 0.52 crashes per million entering vehicles.
Chautauqua at Willis appears to be operating safely and no further changes are recommended at
this time to improve pedestrian crossing safety.

SOLUTIONS FOR CONVENIENCE CONCERNS
N Trenton at Newman
Concern was expressed regarding vehicle speed on Trenton and auto-pedestrian interaction at
this intersection where Newman is currently stopped. Portland does not install stop signs to
reduce vehicle speed and repeated counts to measure speed have not found a speeding problem
on Trenton. The intersection has been reviewed for all-way stop control according to the current
national guidelines that Portland follows. The primary criteria used to change a two-way stop
controlled intersection into an all-way stop are:
A. A history of crashes that can be reduced with additional stop signs, or
B. A visibility restriction that can be made safer if all vehicles were stopped, or
C. As an interim measure for an intersection that qualifies for a traffic signal.
This intersection is too new to have any crashes or a crash history upon which to make a
decision. Since the intersection has curb extensions, visibility between pedestrians and car
drivers is higher than most other intersections. It is unlikely Trenton at Newman would qualify
for a traffic signal.
PDOT evaluated the vehicle-pedestrian interaction at the intersection of Trenton and Newman
and implemented marked and signed crossings as a way to alert drivers to the more frequent
pedestrian use in the area. It is also hoped the marked crossings will assist some younger
pedestrians to choose a more appropriate crossing path than walking diagonally from the park to
the grocery store, as has been observed (Figure 10).
Figure 10. Trenton at Newman
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Alaska at Chautauqua Place
During the walk it was noted that curb ramps appeared missing on the south side of Alaska at
Chautauqua Place. The Rosa Parks SR2S team approved funding a curb ramp on the south side
of Alaska at Chautauqua Place as part of a package of quick fix projects (Figure 11).
Figure 11. Alaska at Chautauqua Place, Before and After

Alaska west of Chautauqua Pl
During the walkabout it was noted that the distance along N Alaska Street, from Chautauqua
Place to Woolsey, is too long for pedestrians to walk without a legal crossing (1,284 feet).
Students on the walkabouts identified the need for a marked crossing near the community center
across from the Tamarack Apartments. A raised and marked mid-block pedestrian crossing was
approved for construction on N Alaska near the community center as part of the approved and
funded Alaska speed bump project (Figure 12).
Figure 12. Alaska Pedestrian Crosswalk

Alaska along University Park
During the walkabout it was noted that 200 feet of the frontage of University Park west of
Chautauqua Place was missing sidewalk. Standard sidewalk is typically out of reach as a short-
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term improvement due to the cost. A more affordable alternative is a confined gravel pathway
(Figure 13, 14).
Figure 13. Alaska Frontage of University Park and Gravel Path

Figure 14. Gravel Pathway

Chautauqua at Willis
This intersection is fully signalized and operating safely. While not many students on the
walkabout identified this as a frequently used crossing, it was agreed that if the pedestrian signal
heads were changed to countdown signals this would provide more information for pedestrians
(Figure 15). PDOT has applied for Federal funding to make this change.
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Figure 15. Countdown Pedestrian Signals

MISCELLANEOUS
Chautauqua at Willis
Chautauqua at Willis is currently operating safely but could operate safer. The intersection is
currently signalized and PDOT has had some success reverting isolated signalized intersections
back to all-way stop control. All-way stop-controlled intersections are considered safer than most
intersections for pedestrian crossings because all drivers are expected (and expecting) to stop
every time they arrive there. Unlike signalized intersections, all-way stop-controlled
intersections often operate at lower speeds since none of the approaching traffic is provided
automatic right of way as with a green signal.
An alternative for long-term consideration is a modern roundabout (Figure 16).
Figure 16. Chautauqua at Willis Roundabout
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Modern roundabouts are safer than signalized intersections for the traffic volumes measured at
this intersection and have significant less delay. All right angle crashes are eliminated with a
roundabout intersection and the remaining crashes that are possible are often at low speed.
Delay is reduced by using yield signs at each entry and the intersection geometry helps to keep
vehicle speeds near 15 mph.
Willis at Woolsey
Willis at Woolsey is operating safely but could operate safer. The intersection is currently allway stop controlled. Willis at Woolsey was evaluated for a mini-roundabout (Figure 17, next
page). Slightly larger than a traffic circle, mini-roundabouts operate like standard sized
roundabouts but the central island is mountable to accommodate the smaller available right of
way and serve the occasional large truck.
Figure 17. Willis at Woolsey Mini-Roundabout

PROJECT SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDED PRIORITY
When considering how to prioritize projects many factors influence the decision-making process.
Safety, ease of construction and available funds are only a few of the things to consider. As part
of the development of potential solutions PDOT has traditionally sought to find the best solutions
without consideration of cost and only after the best solutions are identified to consider which
projects to move forward with. When seeking to encourage walking and biking to school, safety
is PDOT’s first goal and increasing the pleasantness of the commute is secondary.
When determining what projects to move forward on, cost is often the greatest influence. For
this reason, once a global list of strategies is determined, the potential solutions are usually
divided into categories of short-term and long-term. Short-term projects have been completed or
are easily attainable in one to two years. Long-term projects are usually cost-prohibitive, are
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mutually exclusive of other projects, or conflict with SR2S team desires. An example of
mutually exclusive projects is the choice between a center turn lane and on-street parking where
there is not space for both. Long-term projects are included in this report in the event external
funding becomes available.
Table 2 (next page) is a list of the possible solutions discussed in this report. The short-term
projects are listed in the order of priority with projects already approved by the Rosa Parks Safer
Routes School Team listed first. The median project on Chautauqua at Alaska is dependent on
Federal funding not being achieved. Short-term projects that PDOT believes provide the greatest
safety benefit are listed before projects that are primarily for convenience. Long-term projects
are listed in a similar fashion with safety ahead of convenience.
Table 2. SCHOOL SR2S Strategies
Short-term (Already approved)
Rank
1
2
3
4
5

Location
Alaska/Trenton, Woolsey to
Chautauqua
Alaska at Tamarack
Apartments
Alaska at Chautauqua Place
Trenton at Newman
Chautauqua S/Alaska
(Federal funding requested)

Project
Traffic claming – 5
tables
Marked pedestrian
crossing and ramps
Curb ramp
Marked/Signed
Crossing
Pedestrian Refuge
Island

Estimated
Cost
$4,000
$2,000
$1,000
$1,200
$20,000

$28,200.00
Short-term (PDOT recommended order)
Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Location
Portsmouth at Newark
N Woolsey, Willis/Lombard
N Winchell,
Woolsey/Chautauqua
N Russet,
Lombard/Chautauqua
Chautauqua at Willis
(Federal funding requested)
N Fessenden, Columbia Way
to Portsmouth
Chautauqua at Willis

Project
Vegetation Clearance
5 Speed Bumps
3 Speed Bumps
2 Speed Bumps
Countdown
Pedestrian Signals (8)
7 Speed Tables
All-way stop
investigation

Estimated
Cost
$1,000
$4,000
$2,400
$1,600
$6,000
$15,000
$3,000
$33,000.00
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Long-term (PDOT recommended order)
Rank
Location
Project
1
2
3
4

Chautauqua at Alaska
(Federal funding requested)
Alaska at University Park
Willis at Woolsey
Willis at Chautauqua
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Pedestrian Refuge
Islands (2)
Sidewalk
Mini-Roundabout
Roundabout

Estimated
Cost
$54,000
$6,000
$10,000
$200,000
$270,000.00

Rosa Parks Elementary
Safer Routes to School Approved Engineering Strategies Summary
April 2008 Update
Summary of Feedback
School administrators, staff, parents, and neighbors applauded the SR2S projects that were
approved and funded last spring and that are currently in the works. In meetings with both
school administrators and parents, each project was explained, and there were very few questions
or further discussion regarding particulars of projects. Family Friendly Maps were passed out
for reference. It was specifically asked if there were any projects that participants would like to
see moved up or down in the priority list. The response was the team was happy with the
projects prioritized as listed. Parents remarked that they were happy to see projects that would
aim to slow down cars in the neighborhood and make it easier to cross streets. A few parents
shared stories of scary experiences they had with speeding cars and/or drivers not paying
attention to pedestrians.
So far offers to present the report and prioritized projects to any groups at New Columbia have
not received a response. Susan Landauer, Portsmouth Neighborhood Association Chair, would
like the projects to be presented at a public meeting accompanying an “unveiling party” for the
Alaska speed bumps, as there are no upcoming neighborhood association meetings scheduled.
This timeframe will be dependent on the completion of the Alaska speed bump project. Susan
Landauer did not indicate any concern about any of the listed projects. Stephanie will remain in
contact regarding a presentation date.
The school administration, staff, and parents acting as the school team agreed to prioritize
projects as listed in the Draft Engineering Strategies Report and as listed below.
Short-term (Already approved – bold items are complete)
Rank

3

Location
Alaska/Trenton, Woolsey to
Chautauqua
Alaska at Tamarack
Apartments
Alaska at Chautauqua Place

4

Trenton at Newman

5

Chautauqua at Alaska
(Federal funding Approved)

1
2

Project
Traffic claming – 5
tables
Marked pedestrian
crossing and ramps
Curb ramp
Marked/Signed
Crossing
Pedestrian Refuge
Islands

Short Term – Projects Ranked by Rosa Parks SR2S Team
Rank Location
Project
1
Portsmouth at Newark
Vegetation Clearance
2
N. Woolsey,
5 Speed Bumps
Willis/Lombard
3
N Winchell,
3 Speed Bumps
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Estimated
Cost
$4,000
$2,000
$1,000
$1,200
$60,000

Estimated Cost
$1,000
$4,000
$2,400

Approval
Yes
Yes
Yes

4
5
6
7

Woolsey/Chautaqua
N. Russet, Lombard/
Chautaqua
Chautaqua at Willis
N. Fessendon, Columbia
Way to Portsmouth
Chautaqua at Willis

2 Speed Bumps

$1,600

Yes

Countdown Ped. Signals
(8)
7 Speed Tables

$6,000

Yes

$15,000

Yes

$3,000

Yes

Signal to All-Way stop
investigation

Long Term – Projects Ranked by Rosa Parks SR2S Team
Rank Location
Project
1
Alaska at University Park Sidewalk
2
3

Willis at Woolsey
Willis at Chautaqua

Mini-Roundabout
Roundabout
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Estimated Cost
$6000
$10,000
$200,000

Approval
Yes
Yes
Yes

