PORTLAND FREIGHT COMMITTEE
AGENDA
Meeting No. 128
WHEN: Thursday, February 6, 2014 @ 7:30 AM
WHERE: Lovejoy Room (2nd Floor), City Hall,
1221 SW 4th Avenue
Time:
7:30 AM
7:35 AM

Topic:

Lead:

Coffee/Pastries/Introductions

All

City Bureaus and Agencies

Debra Dunn

Bureau reports of upcoming topics and announcements.

7:50 AM

Hot Topics, Points of Interest, Successes

Debra/Committee Members

PFC members will report on current topics of interest from their respective industries.
• Rivergate overcrossing project status
• I-5 Bridge Replacement Project (see attached letter from Governor Kitzhaber)

8:15 AM

PBOT Transportation Funding

Commissioner Steve Novick

Transportation Commissioner Steve Novick will lead a discussion on current efforts to address the
City’s unfunded transportation needs and recent polling results on this topic (see the Transportation
Funding Committee website and upcoming town hall meetings:
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/64188)

*9:00 AM

PFC Priorities for 2014

Debra Dunn

*Tentative if time allows following the PBOT Transportation Funding Discussion
Committee members will discuss priority projects and activities for 2014 that may include:
• Transportation System Plan/Freight Master Plan Updates
• Comprehensive Plan and Industrial Land Needs
• Regional Over-Dimensional Truck Strategy
• Rivergate Overcrossing Project
• PBOT Transportation Funding Strategy
• Truck Signage and Wayfinding Project

9:30 AM

Adjourn
Next Meeting – March 6th 2014

Questions about this agenda or other questions about the Portland Freight Committee (PFC):
- Contact Robert Hillier, 503 823-7567 or Robert.hillier@portlandoregon.gov
- Also visit the Portland Freight Committee website at: www.portlandonline.com/transportation/freight

Notes from Meeting No. 127
Portland Freight Committee
January 9, 2014
7:30AM, Lovejoy Room (City Hall)
Agency Reports and Hot Topics
• Kevin Johnson reported on his recent trip to a manufacturing trade show in November 2013. Many of
the companies who he spoke to at the trade show mentioned that they would be willing to move to
Portland if the CRC was built.
• Steve Kountz (BPS) reported on the process of the Comprehensive Plan. In particular the Comp Plan
Map App. He discussed that the app received 100s of comments and BPA is currently working on
processing those comments and incorporating them into the proposed plan over the next few months.
The Comprehensive Plan should be complete in summer 2014.
o Steve also discussed that the Central City Plan continues. They are having a Brooklyn Station
Area planning meeting for the PMLR line that night. The meeting will be about how to increase
employment and potential land use changes in the area.
o Pia Welsh asked how other cities were also doing their own Comp Plans and if there is still time
to comment.
• Tony Coleman reported on the closure of Northbound I-205. Traffic will be diverted to I-84
(Sunnybrook/Sunnyside). The highway will be closed from January 10-12 and January 17-18.
o Tony also reported on the fact that he would share design of I-5 when they have it.
• Nick Forety (FHA) reported on the draft Primary Freight Network (PFN) established by Congress and
the opportunity to provide comment. Nick will provide Bob Hillier with a link to forward to PFC
members.
• Kelly Brooks (ODOT) reported on the current status of CRC I-5 bridge replacement project. A public
hearing at the legislature has been set for January 14th to hear feedback and decide if they want to
proceed.
• Bob Hillier reported on the Rivergate overcrossing project meeting held in December. The meeting was
to provide information to S. Rivergate tenants on current efforts by PBOT and the Port to address the
road blockage issue and how it could be resolved.
o Currently the project has $3.2 million in MTIP funding, but there are different pots of money
that would also need to be identified. There is currently not enough for the overcrossing which
is estimated to cost about $14 million, but they are looking for more funding where possible.
o Chins Import (next to Del Monte) is getting striping by their entrance because truck traffic
keeps blocking the driveway. Police will give out citations when necessary.
o James Dibble (Evraz) and Kathryn Williams (Port) discussed forming a working group to
develop strategies for building moment and identifying funding sources for project construction.
o Kathryn stated that 18 people attended the meeting. She is continuing to do analysis on
Rivergate and make notifications regarding what an overcrossing would look like and how
much it would cost. Next meeting will be in February and she will keep working with the
informal working group.
o Bob added that UP will allow the City to tie into the rail crossing on Rivergate Blvd to install
variable message signs warning drivers when the crossing is blocked and to use Time Oil Rd as
the alternative route. However, the City would still need to acquire permission from the owners
of Time Oil Rd to do this.
o Kevin Johnson (PDC) asked about the use of City Transportation System Development Charges
(SDC’s), private funding and the possibility of forming a local improvement district (LID) to
help fund construction. Kathryn mentioned that all possible funding sources are being
considered at this time.
• Art Pearce (PBOT) discussed the Powell-Division HCT Corridor Project. It is a joint project between
Metro, TriMet, the city of Gresham and the City of Portland. The corridor is a High Crash Corridor. He
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met with JPACT that morning and they had questions about Freight uses on Powell and Division. The
group wants to make sure that the freight committee has representation on the committee board for the
project. He wanted to know if there is a particular member that would want to take a seat on the
committee.
o Discussion about a sub committee started, but members wanted more information about the
Powell-Division committee and why they thought freight should be involved.
o Art responded by saying there were two reasons why freight should be involved. One, JPACT
talked about it and they want to include freight in the conversations and two, if there is a perfect
person for the committee, which would be great.
o Questions regarding Foster Road’s involvement in the project were asked.
o Art mentioned that he would discuss with JPACT about a subcommittee and maybe having the
Port represent freight.
o Members wanted to know the extent of the project boundaries on Division. Concerns were
raised about the fact that all freight that goes to Gresham or Damascus will be impacted if
Division changes. Right now freight uses Sandy to get to Gresham.
o Concerns were also raised about the fundamental problem with increases in greenhouse gases as
a result of rerouting trucks and impacts on those neighborhoods that trucks are rerouted to. The
rerouting of trucks on N Fessenden to N Lombard in the St. Johns neighborhood was cited as an
example of the potential implications of this policy.
Art Pearce moves on to discuss the SE Quadrant Plan within the Central City Plan. BPS planner Troy
Dos and PBOT planner Grant Morehead will be working on this plan. Troy will be coming to the
committee in the future to discuss this plan further. Art wants to include a freight representative in the
process to better address freight issues. There will be a transportation subcommittee that will meet in
February.
o Stevie Kountz (BPS) adds that they are seeing more residential around the industrial district and
also seeing intensification of industrial use. There is a need for mid-rise industrial.
Kathryn Williams discusses the West Hayden Island decision earlier that week. The Port withdrew its
application to annex West Hayden Island into the City. Kathryn stated that the decision was based on
the lack appetite at council for annexation. As the Port director said, ‘it’s not no, it’s just not now’.
o Members asked that if they had a letter, why BPS let this happen. Eric Engstrom (BPS)
answered that it was a disappointing outcome. Many public interests were involved in the 15
public hearings held over the years. However, the mayor and council felt that the
recommendation was balanced. The city will craft other employment opportunities for land in
the Comprehensive Plan.

Road Reorganization Presentation
• Rob Burchfield, PBOT City Traffic Engineer and Dan Bower, Active Transportation Manager discussed
the history and current status of road reorganizations projects in Portland. Rob presented a PowerPoint
on the subject and the emergence of safety concerns on city streets.
o Concerns were raised about the lack of adequate truck loading at the New Season on SE
Hawthorn.
o Art Pearce asked the committee to provide data that will help decision making on these types of
projects so that better planning can occur that will help freight be more efficient.
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m.
Next Meeting:
February 6, 2014
7:30 – 9:30 AM
The Lovejoy Room (City Hall)
1220 SW 5th Avenue, Portland, OR
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Summary Reports from City Bureaus and Agencies
Portland Freight Committee
February 6, 2014
Portland Bureau of Transportation
Portland public opinion research on transportation funding
DHM Research conducted a telephone public opinion survey of 800 people in January to gather input from the
public on an effort to address longstanding transportation needs. This survey asked the public to prioritize a
wide variety of transportation needs, including maintenance, pedestrian safety and public transit service. To
view the research findings click on the following link: Review of Research on Transportation Needs. Members
of the public will also be able to take the survey online by following a link from the project web page:
www.ourstreetspdx.com. Three town hall meetings are scheduled to discuss current unfunded transportation
needs on the following dates and locations:
• Thursday, Feb. 20, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Sunnyside Environmental School, 3421 SE Salmon St.
• Tuesday, Feb. 25, 6:30 to 8:30 at Immigrant & Refuge Community Organization (IRCO), 10301 NE Glisan St.
• Thursday, Feb. 27, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Multnomah Arts Center, 7688 SW Capitol Highway
The meetings will start with an opportunity to give input around desired transportation improvements in your
area, followed by a presentation on transportation needs and possible solutions. If you have any additional

questions please feel free to contact Mark Lear at (503) 823-7604 or mark.lear@portlandoregon.gov.
Portland Export and Freight Strategy Implementation
PBOT submitted a request for $100,000 in FY 2014-15 General Funds to add one additional FTE to support the
current one FTE in PBOT’s Freight Planning Program. Providing additional staff support will further the
implementation of the Freight Master Plan and the Greater Portland Export Initiative to double the region's
exports in five year and add family-wage jobs.
Metro
March 21, 2014 is the opening day of the 45-day public comment period on the following Metro planning
activities:
• 2014 Regional Transportation Plan - click on: 2014 Regional Transportation Plan update
• 2016-18 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program: Metropolitan Transportation
Improvement Program
• Regional Active Transportation Plan: Regional Active Transportation Plan
• Climate Smart Communities: Climate Smart Communities Scenarios Project
Portland Bureau of Planning & Sustainability
Central City Plan Update
The SE Quadrant Stakeholder Advisory Committee meets next on Feb. 6 at 5:30 pm and their Transportation
Working Group meets for the first time on Feb. 21 at 8:30 am. The West Quadrant Advisory Committee meets
next on Feb. 18 at 5:30 pm. Find out more at http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/47907
Brooklyn Station Area Planning
The project is considering land use and transportation planning changes near new light rail station areas. The
next project advisory group meeting is Feb. 27 at 6 pm and will consider land use and transportation options
along SE 17th, a Priority Truck Street, south of Powell. Find out more at
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/63789
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