PORTLAND FREIGHT COMMITTEE
AGENDA
Meeting No. 132
WHEN: Thursday, June 5, 2014 @ 7:30 AM
WHERE: Lovejoy Room (2nd Floor), City Hall,
1221 SW 4th Avenue
Time:

Topic:

Lead:

7:30 AM

Coffee/Pastries/Introductions

All

7:35 AM

City Bureaus and Agencies

Debra Dunn

7:45 AM

Hot Topics, Points of Interest, Successes

Debra/Committee Members

8:00 AM

Willamette River Bridges Capital Improvement Plan Mike Pullen (Mult. County)

8:40 AM

Southwest Corridor Plan

9:30 AM

Adjourn

Bureau reports of upcoming topics and announcements.

PFC members will report on current topics of interest from their respective industries.

Multnomah County is currently updating their 20-year Bridges Capital Improvement Plan to identify and
prioritize needed bridge improvement projects. This will be an opportunity for PFC members to learn
more about this planning effort and provide feedback to the County (see the attached pdf for more
information).

Matt Bihn (Metro)

Metro and PBOT will provide an informational update on this major regional planning effort and discuss
project-related freight issues. For more information go to the following project link and review the draft
staff recommendation: www.oregonmetro.gov/public-projects/southwest-corridor-plan

Questions about this agenda or other questions about the Portland Freight Committee (PFC):
- Contact Robert Hillier, 503 823-7567 or Robert.hillier@portlandoregon.gov
- Also visit the Portland Freight Committee website at: www.portlandonline.com/transportation/freight

Notes from Meeting No. 131
Portland Freight Committee
May 1, 2014
7:30AM, Lovejoy Room (City Hall)
Agency Reports/Hot Topics:
Tony Coleman (ODOT) provided an update on the 99W: Victory-Argyle project
and requested time on a future PFC agenda.
Corky Collier (Columbia Corridor Association) reported the while many of the bicycle project
applications submitted for Connect Oregon funding did not pencil out economically there were many
good projects that did. The regional selection committee and OTC decision on which projects will be
funded is expected in about two months.
Deena Platman (Metro) reported the national Women in Transportation (WTS) conference is being held
in Portland on May 14-16. Deena reported that Metro is currently  “spreading” the freight work load to
other staff members and that Tim Collins will now be the Metro staff lead for the upcoming OverDimensional Truck Route Study. Metro’s  Regional Export Initiative is being headed by Noah Siegel
(former  aid  to  Mayor  Adams)  who  will  be  preparing  an  “Export  Atlas”  for  the  region.    Metro received a
$350,000 grant to prepare an updated truck model which will be headed up by Bud Reiff from  Metro’s  
transportation modeling section. Deena will remain focused on regional system management.
Kathryn Williams (Port of Portland) reported that the Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) released
the Draft State Rail Plan for its formal public review period which runs from April 18 to June 20, 2014:
www.oregon.gov/odot/td/tp/pages/railplan.aspx
Corky Collier reference a project he is working on with Steve Kounce and Tylor Bump from BPS that
will illustrate the concentration of middle-wage jobs in the Columbia Corridor and the importance this has
on the region’s  economy.
Our  Streets”  Funding  Initiative:
Commissioner Steve Novick and PBOT Director Leah Treat introduced the topic and summarized the key
funding issues and transportation needs this proposal is design to address.
Mark Lear provide a PowerPoint highlighting recent survey results on the level of public support for
various funding options and the type of transportation improvements the public is most willing to support.
The type of projects the fee would pay for includes: street maintenance and safety improvements.
A general discussion by committee members on the topic followed:
Question: Will bridge maintenance projects also be include in the funding proposal? (Yes)
Comment: It cost about $750,000 - $1.9 million to provide frequent bus service on 122nd Ave. (in
response to a general comment on the impact TriMet busses have on street condition and the cost to
provide bus service along a major transportation corridors.)
Comment: The city spends $4 to $5 million annually on streetcar and its required maintenance and
operations budget should come from the general fund since streetcar was billed as a development tool and
not just for transportation.
Comment: The city should not expand streetcar until basic street maintenance is first addressed.
Comment: Trust is a major concern due to past council decisions such as spending city transportation
dollars on the Sellwood Bridge and water funds being diverted to fund other non-related projects.
Question: How will the money be spent and what assurances will be put into place to ensure funds are
spent on their intended purposes? (PBOT will adopt an ordinance stating the street fee money will be
spent only on maintenance and safety improvements.
Mark  Lear  requested  a  letter  from  the  PFC  supporting  the  city’s  funding  concept. Bob Hillier will prepare
a draft letter for review by PFC members.
Concerns were raised that the proposed street fee is just another regressive tax which places a greater
burden on small business owners and low income citizens.
To gain public support for the street fee, three key concerns will need to be adequately addressed:
(1) Equity - the street fee should not be regressive
(2) Clarify how the funds will be used
(3) Trust – need to write into the ordinance that the revenues generated will not be diverted to other use.
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Facts about the Multnomah County
Willamette River Bridges Capital Improvement Plan
Our landscape is defined by rivers and the bridges that span them.
Whether we think about it or not, we all depend on safe, convenient
river crossings for our daily lives and livelihood. Multnomah County
is responsible for six of the Willamette River bridges. In addition to
being community landmarks, they are vital to the region’s economy as
well as our quality of life. The County is in the midst of a major update
to its 20-year Bridges Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) to identify and
prioritize capital projects required to sustain these important river
crossings for all of us.
In recent years, the County has been focused on replacing two
of the neediest bridges. The Sauvie Island Bridge to the north of
Portland was rebuilt in 2008. The Sellwood Bridge to the south is
being replaced with a new span that will open in the fall of 2015. As
new structures, their long-term maintenance needs will be less than
those of the oldest bridges.
The centerpiece of the CIP is the collection of four downtown Portland
bridges: Hawthorne, Broadway, Burnside and Morrison. All four are
listed on the National Historic Registry, and the first two are more
than a century old. Additionally, they are all mechanically-complex
bridges that open for river traffic. These iconic engineering marvels
proudly grace Portland’s skyline, but they are also costly to maintain
and repair by current standards. They are also highly susceptible to
failing in the event of a major earthquake.
With the 2014 – 2034 Willamette River Bridges CIP, the County is
taking a thorough and comprehensive look at the needs of this
critical transportation infrastructure. With limited available funding
for major bridge upgrades or replacements, there are questions to
be answered about which improvements to plan for and prioritize.
The CIP will address those questions.
Objectives of the CIP
 t Develop a comprehensive understanding of the current condition of the County’s six Willamette
River bridges
 t Provide a rational basis for identifying and prioritizing capital projects
 t Establish criteria for determining priorities and selecting projects
 t Provide opportunities for stakeholder/public input, including consultation with key partner agencies
 t Conduct a seismic sufficiency evaluation
 t Identify needs, projects and costs to maintain the bridges to identified performance standards
 t Assess life cycle and maintenance needs for key mechanical, electrical and structural systems and paint
 t Consider and compare programmatic rehabilitation costs versus replacement costs for the four
oldest bridges
www.multco.us/bridgeplan

The Capital Improvement planning process embodies values that are important to Multnomah County,
including safety, social justice, sustainability, emergency preparedness, community health and public input.
The County is considering a number of performance attributes that are important to bridge functionality and
community livability (see table below). These will be used to help evaluate a range of options that will then be
prioritized in order to maintain and improve the bridges over the next two decades.
Performance Attribute
Movable Operations
Regional Alignment
Structural Integrity
Emergency Preparedness
Maintenance
User Safety
Livable Community
Social Justice
Sustainability
Traffic Operations

Definition
The drawbridges’ ability to maintain movable operations, including river and roadway traffic
How well the projects align with adjacent Partner Agency CIP projects and regional plans, including
emergency preparedness plans
The structural condition of the bridges (using national bridge rating standards), including paint
system ability to preserve the structural condition of the bridge
The bridges’ ability to resist seismic, flood and other emergency events
Overall durability, longevity, and maintainability of structural and roadway surfaces and ease of
maintenance; accessibility and safety considerations for maintenance personnel
Multi-modal (including river traffic) safety on the facilities and approaches
How the improvement promotes a multi-modal community including the use of bicycles, transit,
pedestrians (ADA compatibility) to encourage a more livable and healthy community
How the projects serve traditionally underserved (minority, low-income, limited English proficiency,
youth, elderly, disabled) communities
Long-term economic and environmental well-being of the community including preservation of the
historic and iconic nature of the bridges
Safe, efficient operations of motor vehicles , freight mobility, and congestion reductions

Your Opinion Matters!
Public input is an important part of the CIP planning process. The County is meeting with stakeholders and
gathering input online to inform CIP development. Public meetings will be held in March and again later this
year. The planning process will continue throughout 2014, with a draft CIP document available for public
review this fall. The final step will be Multnomah County Board of County Commissioners’ adoption of the CIP.
For more information, visit the project website at www.multco.us/bridgeplan or contact Mike Pullen,
Multnomah County Communications, at (503) 209-4111 or bridgeplan@multco.us.

www.multco.us/bridgeplan

PORTLAND FREIGHT COMMITTEE

June 5, 2014
Cindy Lesmeister
Transportation and Growth Management Program
555 13th Street NE, Suite 2
Salem, OR 97301

Re: Portland Central City Truck Loading and Parking Plan TGM Application
Dear Cindy:
The Portland Freight Committee (PFC) is advisory to the Portland City Council on issues related to freight
mobility. Our membership includes over 40 public and private sector representatives of freight service providers,
shippers, port, rail, trade associations and businesses directly related to multi-modal freight activities. The PFC
supports the Central City Truck Loading and Parking Plan and urges funding of this TGM project proposal.
The Truck Loading and Parking Plan implements the recommended actions in the City’s  Freight  Master  Plan  (also
funded by a TGM grant) and the 2012 Sustainable Freight Strategy by  updating  Portland’s  current  truck  loading  
and parking regulations and increasing the operational efficiency of the commercial delivery system. Providing an
efficient commercial delivery system must include adequate curb space to conduct the truck loading and delivery
activities  that  are  necessary  to  serve  area  businesses.  Portland’s  central  city  area  and  high-density commercial
districts provide inadequate curb space for these activities to occur. Furthermore, many of the older buildings in the
central city do not provide on-site space for accommodating delivery vehicles. This forces many businesses to
conduct loading activities off-site within the public right-of-way and compete for limited space with other vehicles
and transportation functions. The Truck Loading and Parking Plan will improve commercial delivery and freight
operations and benefit Portland businesses by providing the following:
A comprehensive inventory and utilization assessment of exiting truck loading and parking resources.
Updated City Code language for truck loading and parking regulations and applicable use by commercial
vehicles.
A more consistent process for allocating public right-of-way space for truck loading and parking zones.
A toolbox of solutions to address truck loading and parking issues needed to serve increasingly dense
mixed use urban centers.
A comprehensive truck loading and parking strategy based on the shared needs identified by stakeholders
from the commercial delivery industry and the Portland business community.
The Portland Freight Committee looks forward to working with the City in developing the Truck Loading and
Parking Plan and urge you to fund this TGM project proposal.
Sincerely,

Debra Dunn
PFC Chair

Portland Freight Committee

Pia Welch
PFC Vice Chair

1120 SW Fifth Avenue, Room 800

Portland OR 97204

