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Haiku Contest
W

e are having a haiku contest!
Share your haiku poems based
on your experience walking, biking
or rolling with Safe Routes to School.
Haiku is a Japanese form of poetry
consisting of 17 syllables in three
lines of five, seven and five syllables
respectively. The winning poems will
be published in the next Safe Routes
newsletter.
Send your haiku to:
Safe Routes Haiku Contest
Attn: Xao Xiong
1120 SW 5th Ave, Rm 800
Portland OR 97202

Fixing Our Streets Support
Safer Routes to School

O

n May 17th, 2016, Portland voters passed
Measure 26-173, Portland’s first local funding
source dedicated to fixing our streets. Thanks
to Fixing Our Streets, The Portland Bureau of
Transportation (PBOT) will make over eight million dollars
in investments to make routes to schools safer and more
convenient for kids to walk, bike or roll to school.
Every weekday, close to 50,000 school kids travel Portland’s
streets to get to school. Each of the twelve high school
attendance areas have funds set aside for improvements
at the elementary and middle schools in their area. These
funds can be used for projects like sidewalks, signal
updates, marked crosswalks and pedestrian islands and
other safety improvements.
There are many needs at each school and this funding
will be a start to improve safety. Watch for updates in
February about opportunities for you to engage in this
process and make a difference for students walking,
biking and rolling to school.
portlandoregon.gov/transportation/68009.
For more information on Fixing Our Streets, visit
fixingourstreets.com.

Have Fun. Be Safe.
Meet Your Safe Routes to School Coordinators

T

encouragement activities like Walk +
Bike to School Day, Walking School
Buses, arrange pick-up and drop-off
assessments at your campus, or help get
your school on our Bike and Walk Safety
Education wait list. Xao focuses primarily
on the David Douglas School District,
while Lale and Janis split the remaining
districts.

hree Safe Routes staff are working
collaboratively to increase safety
and decrease traffic around schools
by providing personalized support for
principals, faculty and families. Their
connections help bridge the gap between
Portland schools and the City of Portland.

New to the team in 2016, Xao Xiong and
Lale Santelices both have extensive
experience organizing communities
and supporting families and
students around active travel.
A third team member, Janis
McDonald, has been a solid
member of the Safe Routes
program since 2012.
Xao, Lale and Janis are
available to help promote
the “six E’s” of Safe Routes at
your school. They can support

This map shows which Safe Routes team
member is the main contact for your
school and would have the best knowledge
and connections to support you.
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Oregon Safe Routes To School
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Grow Healthy. Get There.
Oregon Walks Explores

Healthy Travel Options to School

J

oin Oregon Walks this spring to explore walking
conditions near your school!

Oregon Walks is the state’s pedestrian advocacy
organization, working to ensure walking is safe,
accessible and fun for all Oregon families. They will
lead a series of community walks at select Portland
Public Schools to talk with students, educators,
administrators, and
parents about walking
conditions.
Oregon Walks wants
to hear from you! Join
them and share your
experiences – tell them
what works and what
needs improvement.
This project aims to
close infrastructure
equity gaps, overcome barriers to walking or biking
to school, reduce necessity for driving, and increase
safety within the Portland Public Schools student
active transportation network.

Engineering: New
Crosswalks

N

ewly installed crosswalks on SE
Cesar Chavez at Evergreen makes
the walk to and from school safer and
easier for students at Duniway and
Lewis Elementary Schools.

before

Snacks and beverages provided!
Interpretation available upon
request.
More information at:
oregonwalks.org/
healthytravel2school
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Our Mission
Safe Routes to School brings
transportation together in partnership
with our schools, neighborhoods,
and community organizations to
encourage students and families to
get to and from school in ways that
reduce traffic, increase safety, build
strong bodies and clear minds, plus
provide a cleaner environment.

saferoutesportland.org
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The City of Portland complies with all non‐discrimination, Civil Rights laws including Civil Rights Title VI and ADA
Title II. To help ensure equal access to City programs, services and activities, the City of Portland will reasonably
modify policies/procedures and provide auxiliary aids/services to persons with disabilities. Call 503-823-5185,
email saferoutes@portlandoregon.gov, TTY 503-823-6868 or Oregon Relay Service: 711 with such requests.
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Winter SRTS Calendar
Saturday, January 7
10am – 12:30pm
Kohl’s Community Car Seat Project
AMR – Mult. County, 1 SE 2nd Ave.
Bring your car seats in to ensure they
are correctly and properly
installed. Parents and caregivers
are encouraged to have their
children’s car seats checked.
Certified child passenger
safety technicians
are available to work
individually with families to
provide installation education
and support, at no cost.
January

7

ohsu.edu/xd/health/services/doernbecher/
patients-families/safety-center
Saturday, January 28
9:30am – 2:30pm
Fix-It Fair
George Middle School, 10000 N Burr Ave.
FREE City of Portland event where you
can learn simple ways to save money
and connect with resources.
January

28

portlandoregon.gov/bps/41892
February 1-4, After dark
Portland Winter Lights Festival
OMSI, 1945 SE Water Ave.
Free and open to the public, this
nighttime outdoor event illuminates Portland’s
waterfront through contemporary light-based
art installations, engaging performance, and fun
activities for all ages. *If you are visiting OMSI,
an admission fee will be charged.
February

1-4

pdxwlf.com

Biking to School
By Oskar Fraser – 6th Grader
I used to walk to school, but now I’m
in middle school and it’s a bit over a
mile and a half. So I ride every day.
Here are my top 5 things that I dig
about riding and some pro tips.
Top 5 things that are great about riding to
school:
1. It’s fast. I can get there in no time.
2. Some days I have enough time to go to my
friends’ houses and bike with them.
3. I’m on my own time. I can easily go to school
early or stay for projects or hanging out. I
don’t have to wait on parents or a bus.
4. When the weather is good there is nothing
finer than a bike ride.
5. I don’t get stuck in all the traffic near school.
Pro Tips
• Cold hands! I have gloves – but it’s still cold!
Get warm gloves.
• The leaves are very slippery in the fall – take
it easy on the corners.
• Being in Portland, it rains like, 70% of the
time. You will get wet.
• Don’t forget your lights…..
DON’T FORGET YOUR LIGHTS!
• Get a rack for the back –
you can bring almost any project work
to school with a bungee cord.

Saturday, February 25
9:30am – 2:30pm
Fix-It Fair
Madison High School, 2735 NE 82nd Ave.
FREE City of Portland event where you can learn
simple ways to save money and
connect with resources.
February

25

portlandoregon.gov/bps/41892
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