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Do your part to
travel with care
During winter, students are often arriving and leaving
school in the dark, so be alert and practice extra caution
traveling during rain and low light.

AS A DRIVER –
Winter conditions limit visibility,
creating less reaction time to
something in the road, especially
at higher speeds.
Remember to practice
patience and slow down.
Stay alert and ALWAYS watch for people walking, biking
and rolling.
Slow down at crosswalks and take care when making
turns — even at a signal.

AS A PERSON WALKING OR ROLLING –
light up your style!
Did you know that when you wear reflective clothing, people
driving can see you from 500
feet away? Compare this to
just 55 feet when wearing
dark colors with no reflective
gear or lights.

BONUS TIP:
When rolling,
always make sure
to have a front
white light and
a back red light.
If skating, attach
lights to your
helmet!

If neon and bright colors
aren’t your jam, consider
these three tips to be visible while also maintaining your
personal style:
Clip a blinky light to your favorite jacket or backpack.
When choosing a jacket or outerwear, make sure it has
either a reflective seam, logo or markings.
Sew or glue reflective tape to your jacket or on your
favorite hoodie.

SRTS has blinky lights, front and back lights, and reflective
patches available for students in need. Reach out to us with
a request at saferoutes@portlandoregon.gov or 503-823-1189.

Have Fun. Be Safe.
GUEST ARTICLE:

Students Jump into Active Transportation
Why should I walk to school?
Why are bike paths important?
Why does it matter?

P

ATH (Promoting Active Transportation and Health) is
a bilingual collaborative project between Verde
and the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry
(OMSI) that helps students answer these
questions. Through a series of lessons that build
on each other, students learn the importance of
walking and biking in a quest to stay healthy,
care for the environment, and save money in
the process.
Students use pedometers to keep track of
their steps and progress throughout the
weeks while learning about the health and
environmental benefits of active transpor
tation. They also create their own personalized
maps to help them walk to school and other
places of interest, learn how to advocate for
change in their own communities to promote
walking and biking, and get to meet and
interview professionals who work in the
transportation field. Every lesson includes a
good, fun dose of math and science as well!

Thanks to OMSI’s Raquel Stewart for the article!

If you would like to learn more about the PATH program, or if you are interested in bringing it to
your school or after-school classroom (in English or in Spanish), please contact Nestor Campos at
nestor@verdenw.org.
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Oregon Safe Routes To School

Grow Healthy. Get There.
Keeping Up with Fixing Our Streets

Portland voters passed Measure 26-173 and the Heavy Vehicle Use Tax.
Together they should raise about $74 million over four years to ﬁx our streets.

MAY
2016

Fixing Our Streets designated $8 million for Safe Routes To School (SRTS) projects.
Funding was allocated across districts and high school clusters using an
equity lens to prioritize historically underserved communities.

FEBRUARY - We asked school communities what routes
they use to get to school and what transporMAY
tation safety needs exist. We gathered
2017
feedback from:

Nine open houses
An online open house
• Community walks
•
•

School events
Travel survey
responses
•
•

JUNE SEPTEMBER
2017

2017

2016

The Fixing Our Streets program allocated $8 million for transportation safety improvements
on routes to school. Here are project highlights from 2017 and plans for the future.

Using street-based data and community
feedback, we created primary investment
routes for each school and fact-checked them
with principals and school leaders.
• Funded projects and those needing
future funding will be located along
the primary investment routes.

2018

WE
ARE
HERE

EARLY
2018

Initial list of projects approved
by the Fixing Our Streets
Oversight Committee.
Share online map of projects
with school communities
and the public.

Complete project
lists and Strategic
Plan to City
Council for review.

SUMMER
2018

Begin project
installations on
primary
investment
routes.

To learn more about Fixing Our Streets and where projects are planned, visit our website:
bit.ly/SRTSProjects

Winter SRTS Calendar
Kid-friendly activities
and adventures
February 16 - March 4, 2018
Chinese New Year Celebrations
239 NW Everett St.

Learn more about the most colorful
and joyous of all Chinese festivals
during Lan Su’s two-week celebration featuring
lion dances, martial arts, family-friendly craft activities
and more!
lansugarden.org

First Sundays
$2 Days at OMSI
1945 SE Water Ave.

Explore the museum and all permanent exhibits for
just $2 per person on the first Sunday of every month.
Submarine Tours, Theater and Planetarium shows
are also reduced to $5 per person.
omsi.edu

Quarterly, every 3 months
Free Admission Thursdays at
World Forestry Center

World Forestry Center, 4033 SW Canyon Rd.
Ride the wet-free rapids, try your smoke jumping
skills, and discover interesting facts about forests all
over the world.
worldforestry.org

Wednesdays and the second Saturday
of every month
Free Tours of the Historic Belmont Firehouse
900 SE 35th Ave. (at Belmont)

Slide down a fire pole and “ride along” on an
emergency ride in the back of a mock fire truck
while learning about fire safety.
friendsofportlandfire.org

saferoutesportland.org

Why is Safe Routes to
School Important?
Safe Routes to School envisions a Portland where every
student and family can choose to walk, bike, roll, scoot,
skate, run, or skip to school safely. SRTS uses infra
structure improvements, events, and education for
students and parents to encourage more active trips to
school. But why is this important?
There are many benefits to staying active, especially on
the way to school. Here are just a few:

• Congestion relief: When there are fewer cars at
school, pick-up and drop-off times become less hectic
and safer for everyone.

• Physical activity: Children can satisfy the recom
mended daily goal for physical activity by walking or
biking to school.

• Community: Walking or rolling with friends and
neighbors provides time to catch up and talk about
anything and everything.

• Cleaner air: Fewer cars on the road means better air
quality for young lungs (and adult lungs, too!).
Whether you drive, ride the bus, or can’t find the time,
SRTS can help discuss and develop your personal
commute options: saferoutes@portlandoregon.gov.
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Safe Routes to School
1001 SW 5th Ave., Ste 400
Portland, OR 97204

Our Vision
All students and families can choose
active transportation as a safe,
convenient, accessible and desirable
option for getting to and from school
and around their neighborhoods.

saferoutesportland.org
Printed on recycled paper

The City of Portland complies with all non-discrimination, Civil Rights laws including Civil Rights Title VI and ADA Title II. To help
ensure equal access to City programs, services and activities, the City of Portland will reasonably modify policies/procedures
and provide auxiliary aids/services to persons with disabilities. Call 503-823-5185, email saferoutes@portlandoregon.gov,
TTY 503-823-6868 or Oregon Relay Service: 711 with such requests.
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Shout out to our amazing David Douglas schools
that participated in Walk + Roll to School Day!
We had a great turnout despite the morning
showers. Our walking and rolling superheroes
practiced safe traffic behavior, showed up
excited, on-time, and ready to learn!

