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Project Overview

REGIONAL 
EARTHQUAKE 

RISK

1 in 3 chance of 
magnitude 8+ 
earthquake 

within 50 years

CASCADIA SUBDUCTION ZONE (CSZ) EARTHQUAKE
Last major quake in Oregon occurred 317 years ago, a timespan that exceeds 75% of 

the intervals between the major quakes to hit Oregon over the last 10,000 years. 

Background
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Project Overview
Background ïWhy Burnside?
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Create a seismically resilient Burnside Street lifeline crossing of 

the Willamette River that will remain fully operational and 

accessible for vehicles and other modes of transportation 

immediately following a major CSZ earthquake. 

Support the regionôs ability to provide rapid and reliable 

emergency response, rescue and evacuation after a major 

earthquake, as well as enable post-earthquake economic recovery. 

Provide a long-term, low-maintenance and safe crossing for all 

users.

Project Overview
Purpose



Project Timeline
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Project Funding
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ÅPotential Funding Sources

ïCounty Vehicle Registration Fee (fund Planning, Design, 

Construction Phases)

ïRegional Metro T2020  bond measure (Construction Phase)

ïState/Federal (Construction Phase)

ÅMultnomah County VRF

ïCurrently $19/year (lowest of 3 Metro counties)

ïProposed: raise to $56/year

ÅCounty Board vote 11/7/2019

ÅEffective 1/1/2021

ïDedicated to Countyôs Willamette River bridges

ïNew $ targeted for Burnside Bridge



Decision-making Framework
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Project Partners
Project Partners
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Bridge Alternatives


