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AGENDA

1. Tree Project Overview

2. Changes to Land Divisions

3. Application Requirements for all LURs

4. Conditional Use Reviews 

5. Design Review 

6. Environmental Zones & Plan Districts



Overview



Ç Project launched -
winter 2007 

Ç City Council adoption-
April 2011

Ç Implementation delayed 
from Feb 2013 to Jan 
2015

Ç Ramp up activities ς
2011 ςnow (BDS/PPR 
co-leads)

TREE PROJECT TIMELINE 

Photo of PC/ UFC hearing by Toshio Suzuki, Friends of Trees



Value of urban trees

1. Distinctive neighborhoods

2.  Walkable streets 

3. Vibrant business districts

4. Higher market property values

5. Public health benefits

Annual ecosystem service benefits:

Urban forest replacement value:

$38 million

$5 billion

VALUE OF URBAN TREES



Why the Tree Code?TREE PROJECT COMPONENTS

tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǘǊŜŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ
1. Inconsistent, unfair, conflicting

2. Opaque, confusing, user-unfriendly

3. Insufficient to support City goals ςtree canopy 
targets/canopy equity, healthy urban forest

²ƘŀǘΩǎ changed? 
1. Consolidation and restructuring new Title 

11 Trees

2. Tree preservation with development

3. Trees in non-development situations

4. www.portlandoregon.gov/trees

5. 823-TREE (January 2, 2015)

http://www.portlandoregon.gov/trees


Land Division - Code Amendments

HIGHLIGHTS

Å Focus on preserving the highest quality trees

Å Updated tree preservation standards 

Å New approval criteria

Å Address trees partially on site and within ROW



WHERE IT APPLIES

Chapter 33.630, Tree Preservation Applies to:

ALL LAND DIVISIONS OUTSIDE OF CENTRAL CITY WITH

1.  !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǘǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ сέ dbhor greater 

2. Tree trunk is completely or partially on 
the site



Exemptions

Trees meeting one of the following are exempt:

1.  Nuisance species

нΦ  [Ŝǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ сέ dbh

3.  Dead, dying or dangerous

4.  Within млΩ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ building that will remain

5. Completely or partially within an existing ROW

6. Completely or partially within Environmental or Pleasant 
Valley Natural Resource overlay zone



Standards & Approval Criteria

MINIMUM STANDARDS 

1. Emphasis ƻƴ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŜǎ нлέ ŘōƘ ŀƴŘ 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ όƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǘǊŜŜ ǘŀōƭŜέύ

2. Option 4 (35 % of dbh) ςcan only be used 
when no ǘǊŜŜǎ нлέ ŘōƘ ƻǊ greater on site

3. New ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άǘǊŜŜ ƎǊƻǾŜǎέ

y

z

x



Standards & Approval Criteria

APPROVAL CRITERIA 

1. Guide priorities toward larger trees and tree 
groves

2. Look at suitability of trees ςhealth, 
structure, long term survival

3. Balance trees with reasonable development

4. Require mitigation when not meeting 
minimum  standards

Å No separate mitigation option criteria

Å May require more than minimum standards



MODIFICATIONS TO DENSITY

SINGLE DWELLING ZONES
ÅLarger reduction in minimum density (20%, 

up to 4 units)
ÅTree preservation tract no longer required

MULTI-DWELLING ZONES
ÅNew options in base zone (33.120) ςuse 

with or without land division
ÅMin density (20% reduction, up to 4 units)
ÅAmenity bonus option for increased 

density 



RIGHTS-OF-WAY

Public Streets ςexisting and proposed

Preliminary approval by City Forester for:

Å Retention of existing street trees

Å Providing adequate area for future street tree planting

STANDARD FOR STREET TREES (33.654.120.H)

Private Streets 

Preliminary approval by BDS for street tree planting plan



Application Requirements

TREE INFORMATION (new requirements, 33.730.060.D)

1. Existing tree map and preservation plan

- Includes trees partially on site, in adjacent ROW and on adjacent 
ǎƛǘŜǎ όǿκƛƴ мрΩ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ŀǊŜŀύ

2. Tree Planting Information

- Conceptual planting plan for lots

- Street tree planting plan

3. Arborist report 

- Identification of tree groves

- Evaluation of suitability of trees for preservation based on 
development proposal

- Recommendations for short or long-term care

- Recommendation to limit impacts on trees in adjacent ROW and on 
adjacent sites



EXPIRATION OF TREE PRESERVATION

NEW EXPIRATION PROVISIONS (33.700.115)

Land Divisions

Å10 years from Final Plat approval

All Other Land Use Reviews

Å10 years from effective date of land use approval

Å Land use review can state longer timeframe in conditions

Å Applies within City Limits (not Multnomah Co pockets)

Å Trees are subject to Title 11 permit system



Other 

Land Use

Reviews


