APPENDIX A

DESIGN OBJECTIVES
VISIBLE WATER
1894
A fluctuating amount of deep water
filled Reservoir 3 and Reservoir 4.
Both of the basins contained clear
drinking water serving the west side of
Portland.

Reservoir 3

2013

2020

Reservoir 3 basin is covered with a
white liner with exposed steel supports
extending above the water surface and
adjacent to Gate House 3.

Reservoir 3

Reservoir 4 is underutilized and shallowly
filled, with expanses of cracked concrete
surrounding the water and similar
exposed metal bars along Dam 4.

Reservoir 4
Reservoir 4
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The expanse of water will match most
will
a fluctu
similarly the original designwill
intent have
and
footprint of Reservoir 3. Thewater
amount of
wat
depending
water will not fluctuate; there will be a
constant water line. The depth of the water
will be no deeper than 24 inches. The sound
of water moving and the visual “riffle” of
water movement between two levels of
water will be new components at this upper
reflecting pool.
The Reservoir 4 edge conditions will also
be rebuilt, with the west edge of the new
lower reflecting pool closer to the dam for a
smaller overall area of open water.

Now

ProposedPropos

PROPOSED

The proposed design of the upper reflecting pool is similar to another water
feature in Portland where cascades create a sense of moving water.
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DESIGN OBJECTIVES
USE / FUNCTION
Access Point

THEN

1894

2013

The function of the reservoir site was
two-fold: first to provide clean drinking
water for the citizens of Portland, and
second to provide a destination where
Portlanders could leave their urban
setting and experience the restorative
power of nature. The water system was
engineered to be gravity fed from its
starting point in the protected Bull Run
watershed 50 miles away.

The site holds and distributes clean
drinking water for the west side of
Portland.

Access Point

A new buried drinking water reservoir will
be constructed at the upper reservoir area,
outside of the historic landslide area. This
buried feature will be visibly expressed
by a cascading reflecting pool that will be
constructed over the new buried reservoir.

Bull Run continues to be a pristine source
of water, thanks to the protections that
were put in place for the watershed itself
and the miles of conduit. The drinking
water system continues to be primarily
gravity-fed. The site no longer functions
as a recreational destination due to very
limited public access.

NOW

2020

The original drinking water storage function
is no longer needed at the lower reservoir,
however the lower reservoir area will serve
environmental functions: habitat, stormwater,
overflow, drainage, and dechlorination. The
lower reservoir area will display the effects of
time and the reclamation of nature to express
these environmental functions. Additionally,
the site will be restored to its original function
as a recreational destination.

PROPOSED

Location of buried reservoir

Location of open water

Location of open water

Turn of the century recreation

Access to the reservoir site is closed to the public.

Proposed buried reservoir location
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Open water

Then

Reservoir 3 area could be reached either
from the roadway via West Burnside Street,
or from the Park Place entry. The stair itself
was a single wide flight, with a simple low,
capped wall on either side. A pair of square
low piers sat at the bottom and a pair of taller
piers capped with planted urns sat at the top.

across the entire entr y
across the entire entry
area, sheds, and modern
area, sheds, and modern
pole lights detractpole
fromlights detract from
the historic character.
the historic character.
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The reservoir site area is inaccessible to
The site will be open during daylight hours (unlessraphy
the general
public.
A
combination
of
chain
maintenance
but is inItgood
condition.
It isrequires
typi-closure). The access point
but is in good condition.
is typiadded
link fence and a newer black picket-style
near Gate House 3 will remain as one of the
cally
to the
public.
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fence surround
the inaccessible
site area.
pedestrian
entries to the site.
retaini
The Grand Stairway was altered both at
The primary historic lower reservoir entry point willbe ope
the top (with new split run) and along
be reopened and visually improved. Modern pole
the length, with concrete repair and new
lights will be replaced by a combination of historicADA-a
railings in 2008-09. A fence at the top of
light poles and new, visually unobtrusive lights. The
vice ve
the stair prevents access to the site.
entry area’s Fountain 2 will be repaired and placed
in working order. Educational components about the
historic site will be placed at this area.

The lower entry to the Reservoir 4 area
has been functioning as a “back of
house” area. Trash dumpsters, sheds,
and modern pole lights distract from
the historic character. The roadway
connecting the west end of Dam 3 to the
lower area has been paved with asphalt,
but is in good condition. This roadway is
typically inaccessible to the public.

Then

Now

The 1920s-era roadway created a carriage
road connecting the two reservoirs, which
ran adjacent to a retaining wall constructed of
local basalt blocks in rusticated finish.

origina
APPENDIXopen
A
t
hours.

The Grand Stairway will be reconstructed in a
design akin to the original design. The roadway
between the two reservoir areas will be rebuilt
in harmony with the new topography (landslidemitigation fill added). The roadway will be open to
pedestrians as an ADA-accessible route, and to
service vehicles.

Now

Propose

Park
Reservoir Improvements
Project
onWashington
Park Reservoir
Improvements
Project
THEN

NOW

PROPOSED

Gate House 4 and Dam 4

Gate House 3 access point

Grand Stairway access point
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SITE PLAN CHANGES OVER TIME
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SITE PLAN CHANGES OVER TIME
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