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Climate change and
your drinking water
Portlanders often ask Water Bureau staff how
climate change will affect our water supplies.
Kavita Heyn, the Water Bureau’s Climate Science 		
and Adaptation Manager, answers a few of your
most common questions.

Kavita Heyn, the Portland
Water Bureau’s Climate Science
and Adaptation Manager

Q: How will climate change affect Portland’s water?
A : We expect shifts in rain and snow patterns and more severe
droughts, floods, landslides, and wildfires. All of these factors will
probably change how we use water from the Bull Run Watershed
and the Columbia South Shore Well Field. We’ve already seen
changes to air temperature and streamflows in Bull Run.
The fact that we have two different sources really helps. If the
streams in Bull Run have lower flows in the summer, we can
supplement the Bull Run supply with groundwater. If an
extreme flood damages groundwater infrastructure, we can		
still use Bull Run as our main source.

the Northwest’s mountains. Snow is important for keeping our
drinking water cold (and warmer water can lead to treatment
challenges), but most of Portland’s water comes from rainfall.

Q: What about all the people moving here? Won’t that

		 strain our water supplies even more?

A: Portlanders have done a lot to reduce their water use—

the average Portlander uses about half as much water every 		
day as they did in the early 1990s. Our overall demand for 		
water is also less because some of the neighboring communities
we used to sell water to have developed their own water sources.

Q: How is the Water Bureau preparing for 			
A:

Q: I’m worried about snow. Won’t there be less?
A: Yes. Warmer temperatures will mean less snowpack in 		

climate change?

For about 20 years, the bureau has worked with climate
scientists and other major water utilities to learn and to create
planning and climate adaptation tools. Within the bureau, we’re
also reducing our carbon emissions, using water more wisely, and
planning for ways to reduce the effects of hotter temperatures
on our field crews and our pumps and motors.

That said, we’re still preparing our water infrastructure for a 		
wide range of future population numbers.

For more about our climate change work:

portlandoregon.gov/water/climatechange

Use water wisely.

You can prepare for a changing climate
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Use water wisely.

Store water for an emergency.

Save water year-round by installing
an efficient toilet or showerhead. You
might even be able to get a rebate:
portlandoregon.gov/water/efficiency

Climate change might make it more likely
that a landslide or flood will damage water
system infrastructure. For details about storing
your emergency water: regionalh2o.org/
personal-preparedness

Learn about Portland’s
climate change work.

Portlanders have already reduced
carbon emissions, but there’s a lot of
work ahead: portlandoregon.gov/
bps/climate

Water to the
weather

How much water does
your garden need?
Get week-by-week watering
information for your zip code.

Sign up for a weekly text or email:

regionalh2o.org/weekly-watering-number

Hot tips for
hot summers

Our annual Drinking Water
Quality Report
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Shh, this grass is sleeping.

P O R T L A N D WAT E R B U R E AU

2019 Drinking Water Quality Report

Learn more about your water system, including how
your water is monitored, treated, and distributed:		
portlandoregon.gov/water/waterqualityreport

Lawns naturally go dormant in the dry
summer months. When the rain returns
in the fall, so will your grass.
   

Get a rebate for smart irrigation
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A new irrigation controller may be 		
your key to smarter summer watering. 		
The Water Bureau offers rebates for 		
WaterSense®-labeled controllers.
portlandoregon.gov/water/rebate

Take it slow.
Deep-soak your landscape so
that moisture reaches the roots
of your plants. Water slowly to
avoid runoff and encourage deep,
healthy root systems.
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Get social with the Portland Water Bureau
portlandwaterbureau

Nurture your soil.
Healthy soil is the root (pun intended)
of a healthy and water-efficient
garden. Add 2-3 inches of compost
to the top of garden beds to help
hold moisture in the soil.
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Can’t get enough water news?
Sign up for our email newsletter:
portlandoregon.gov/water/
emailnews

Please contact us for translation or interpretation, or for accommodations 		
for people with disabilities.
More information · Más información · Дополнительная информация
Thêm thông tin · 欲了解更多信息 · Mai multe informații 		
Macluumaad dheeri ah · Подробиці · Tichikin Poraus · अधिक सूचना
portlandoregon.gov/water/access
503-823-7432 (TTY: 503-823-6868, Relay Service: 711)
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